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Thursday, news reached Oscar de la Hoya that his bout with Manny Pacquiao had been
approved. But somewhere along the way, the rematch suffered a bizarre ending that
left de la Hoya stunned. De la Hoya, who lost a 12-round unanimous decision to
Pacquiao at MGM Grand in July 2009, had just finished watching the HBO re-airing of
the bout on the network and received a call from Pacquiao's attorney, Richard S.
Makareev, telling him that the fight was going to go on. "I was like, 'Are you kidding
me?' " de la Hoya said Friday, two days after the decision went in Pacquiao's favor. "I
just finished watching that fight again. I was pretty much speechless after that."
Actually, the call came shortly after two members of the same team were involved in a
15-round bout that was tied at 115 pounds and later ruled a no contest, because the
fighters had been instructed by the judges. After learning of the no contest ruling, de
la Hoya said, "I told Makareev, 'We have to be very careful about this. We have to be
very careful because there were two no-contests and two decisions. Are we going to go
one-on-one or are we going to go four-on-four or are we going to go five-on-five?' And
he said, 'No, we're going to go five-on-five. I'm going to be with Billy, I'm going to be
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