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anything, but the situation was tense. he could feel the tension that emanated
from the two women. a couple of heartbeats later, the door opened and a man
came in. bond could see that he was youngish, in his late twenties. he had a big
head on a small body, and he wore what was left of a blue suit. the jacket and
trousers had been torn at the shoulder. he seemed to be in a poor state of
health. bond watched him closely as he walked over to the young man. 'you owe
me twenty shillings, you little prat,' he said. bond didn't waste any time. he
walked over to the man and kicked him hard in the shins, then grabbed him by
the neck of his trousers and squeezed. it was a good hold and the man doubled
up like a dummy. bond kicked him again and this time he struck his head on the
arm of an armchair. 'ooh! what a man!' cried solitaire, and bond could sense the
relief in her voice. 'now, you little fucker, i want twenty shillings or you're dead.
you owe me twenty shillings and you've got five minutes to pay up. and don't try
to pull a fast one. i know what a man's credit is like. now, where's your money?'
'ah, yuh ken me,' he said. 'ah, yuh ken me well.' 'well, then, let's have it.' the
man pulled a canvas bag from under the arm of a chair. he took out a few
shillings and then some silver. he stuffed the silver in his pocket and then pulled
out four or five pounds in notes. 'that'll be it, my lad. now, hurry up.' 'yeh, yeh,
yeh, i'll do it.' he went over to bond and reached up for a dressing-table mirror
and began to wipe it with a cloth. 'what's the idea?' asked bond. 'that's for the
mirror,' said the man. 'i'll have to rub the wood to take the shine off it. you
understand?' 'i understand,' said bond. 'it's a nice mirror, you understand. now,
i'll give yeh back the mirror.' the man took it back and stood in front of bond. he
held it out at arm's length, then brought it forward and held it in front of bond's
face. 'you see, i can see you perfectly,' he said. 'now, when i was your age i had
a grand mirror. it was a lovely mirror. ah, a lovely mirror, you understand. but i
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didn't know how to rub it.
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