
 Youth Cabinet Q&A Event Minutes  

28.07.2020 @ 4.30pm  
Microsoft Teams 

 
 
Present: 
Nishenka Rajapakse (Youth Mayor), Nikita Wyman (Deputy Youth Mayor), Joshua Rajapakse           
(Youth Cabinet), Isaac Cramb (Youth Cabinet), Thomas Froud (Vale Youth          
Forum/#Youthy@TheHub Youth Club), Ellie Clarke-Daniels (Rights Ambassador/Room 102 Youth         
Club), Tia Jade Allan (Llantwit Youth Council), Cllr. Neil Moore (Council Leader), Cllr. Lis Burnett               
(Deputy Leader), Cllr. Kathryn McCaffer (Cabinet), Cllr. Peter King (Cabinet), Cllr. Benjamin Gray             
(Cabinet), Cllr. Ed Williams (Cabinet), Rob Thomas (Managing Director), Paula Ham (Director of             
Learning and Skills), Martin Dacey (Lead Officer for Social Inclusion & Wellbeing), Tara Reddy              
(Senior Youth Manager), Bethan Watkins (Youth Service), Ieuan Davies (Youth Service) & Kristan             
Smart (Youth Service).  
 
Apologies: Cllr. M. Wilkinson (Cabinet), Aimee Turrell (I.AM.ME) 
 
Welcome & introductions: 
Young people, Cabinet members and Council Managers provided introductions.  
 
Youth Cabinet Update:  

Nishenka Rajapakse (Youth Mayor) welcomed members to the event and thanked them for their              
attendance. NR provided an update on the Youth Cabinet and how it’s been progressing during               
Covid-19 including holding frequent digital meetings, discussing how young people have been            
affected during the quarantine including mental health, wellbeing and schooling.  

NR highlighted the projects that Youth Cabinet have been undertaking including working alongside             
the Electoral Registration Public Awareness Officer, Linda Savory to promote a Youth Cabinet             
social media campaign in preparation for the Senedd Cymru elections. NR outlined the aim of the                
Young Person’s Q&A event which included young people’s attendance from youth organisations            
within the Vale of Glamorgan expressing hope to work together and create new ideas. 

COVID-19  
 
The following questions were asked by Thomas Froud (Vale Youth Forum & #Youthy@TheHub 
Youth Club) and were in relation to Covid-19: 
 

1. How is Cabinet planning to get the Vale out of lockdown, what are the plans for the 
future? 

 
Cllr. Neil Moore explained that there has been a gradual opening of car parks for the beaches with 
concern of gatherings noted within considerations. Cllr. NM added that adjustments have been 
made to the town centre to ensure public safety including 2m distancing measures applied in the 
town adding that there has been a progressive approach to get back to some kind of normality.  
 
Cllr. NM explained that the Council has provided PPE provisions to Care Homes throughout the 
Vale and from an education perspective, highlighted the work carried out for schooling to resume. 
Cllr. NM noted the communications that the Council is currently having with Welsh Government 
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Ministers with lots of hard work carried out by the Council’s Management Team, with this to 
continue for several months. Cllr. NM concluded that the priority is public safety and that the Track 
& Trace system is operating to support this. Cllr. BJ added that residents continue to feel scared 
including the elderly and those with disabilities, highlighting the work carried out by Social Services 
by using Whatsapp to support vulnerable people in the Vale.  
 

2. How is the council funding affected by COVID-19?  
 

Cllr. NM provided an update on the Council’s financial situation noting that the two thirds of the 
Welsh Government’s Revenue Support Grant has been supplied due to the pandemic and this has 
been used to provide PPE for staff in Care Homes through the Vale including the private sector 
with ICT equipment purchased to ensure the quick turnaround of staff having to work from home.  
 
Cllr. NM added that income has been lost from Business Rates and the usual high revenue from 
parking across the coast adding that the Council are participating in the Welsh Government's 
Bidding System to claim funds lost from Covid-19. Cllr. NM praised the efficiency in how the 
Council’s budgets are managed and confirmed that reserves will be utilised, specifically noting the 
ICT investment which was essential to spend for the future.  

 
3. When can young people return to the Civic?  

Cllr. NM confirmed that the Civic Centre is still closed to the public and the majority of staff but                   
there is hope that there will be restricted opening from the 10th August 2020. Cllr. NM explained                 
that with the Covid-19 situation so fluid, a definitive answer cannot be provided but any opening of                 
the Civic will be limited.  

RT provided further context stating that Welsh Government guidelines are the starting point where              
the public should work from home if they can work from home noting there is no scope in this                   
changing. RT added that some services will require the use of buildings e.g. Social Care and                
Refuse but a mix of working from the office and at home is likely in the future, certainly with people                    
meeting online as opposed to travelling to venues. RT provided an outcome from the Council’s               
recent staff survey with there being a mix of responses where staff have noted a preference for an                  
agile, hybrid way of working between home and office.  

Community  
 
Ellie Clark-Daniels (Rights Ambassador & Room 102 Youth Club) asked the following questions in 
relation to the community in the Vale. 
 

● A lot of young people have been asking when will youth clubs re-open? 
 
Cllr. NM stated that the opening of youth clubs will be tricky. Cllr. KM praised the questions asked 
but noted that a definitive answer could not be provided as yet due to indoor gatherings not being 
permitted. Cllr. KM added that some community centres are providing childcare for key workers 
whilst following Welsh Government guidelines. 
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MD also praised the question and noted the challenges involved highlighting that the Youth Service 
are maintaining engagement with young people via digital provisions noting that some young 
people may benefit from digital youth work in the future. MD added that socially distanced support 
has been provided for vulnerable young people in the Vale and that the service is mindful of 
vulnerable families with the virus’ R rate considered strictly when making decisions on what 
services can be offered.  
 

● When can sports return locally and when will libraries be open fully? 
 
Cllr. NM confirmed that sports including cricket, football and gymnastics have already returned with 
this depending on local groups and clubs using outdoor facilities adding that it’s difficult to ensure 
indoor use with this relying upon Welsh Government guidance. 
 
Cllr. LB noted that libraries are currently offering a click & collect service as well as ebooks and                  
online comics. Cllr. LB added that planning is taking place to open libraries on 10th August 2020                 
with some services such as ICT possibly not accessible. Cllr. LB promoted the lucky dip bag                
service at the libraries and the Summer Reading Scheme.  

Continuing on the topic of community, Nishenka Rajapakse (Youth Mayor) asked the following: 
 

● What is the Council's role of supporting the homeless during the pandemic? 
 

Cllr. NM stated that there is currently no homelessness with rooms provided for people at the 
Holiday Inn (Rhoose) where sixty six rooms are being used by people experiencing homelessness 
prior to Covid-19 including those recently released from prison, there have been examples also of 
people who have moved into permanent accommodation with food parcels provided for those in 
need.  
 

● How can young people help support their local communities? 
 

Cllr. LB highlighted the schemes that have been operating in towns with half of the schemes run by                  
young people including newsletters and activity boxes in Penarth. Cllr. KM confirmed an offer to               
support young people with guidance on supporting their local community.  

Education 

Josh Rajapakse (Youth Cabinet) asked the following questions in relation to Education: 
 

● How will school transport work in September? 
 

Cllr. LB confirmed that there had been forward planning with regards to school transport but final                
guidance from Welsh Government has yet to have been received adding that bus passes are being                
prepared. Cllr. NM added that school hubs were transformed within 48 hours at the beginning of                
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the pandemic meaning they are used to prior planning and adapting. Cllr. NM noted that social                
distancing is reliant on WG guidelines.  

Isaac Cramb (Youth Cabinet) presented the following question: 

● Why didn’t schools open up for the extra week in July? 
 
Cllr. LB informed that schools and council are working strongly together but ran out of time to have 
the extra week in July, confirming it was felt that there would be more educational support in 
Autumn. Cllr. LB added that the first weeks back will be easing pupils back into school adding that 
schools are in contact with pupils with check-in and catch ups. PH noted that secondary schools 
have linked to primary schools and they will be responsible for ensuring pupils can settle in. Cllr. 
NM added that there was also an issue with staffing during the extra week but felt that it would be 
better to be in school for the extra week in October.  
 
Ellie Clark-Daniels (Rights Ambassador & Room 102 Youth Club) presented the following question: 
 

● This is a question from the Vale Right’s Ambassadors - All children have the right to 
an education.  How will the council support all schools to deliver the same quality of 
online/distance learning as some schools are planning a blended learning approach 
in September? Some schools are running online live lessons before the summer 
whilst others weren’t.   

 
Cllr. LB confirmed that the Council are working to ensure school standards are the same with the 
school and Governing Body responsible. Cllr. LB confirmed that funding from the Welsh 
Government has been provided to improve school ICT via their Hwb system. PH added that there 
were no requirements at the point of lockdown for schools but support including check-ins, school 
hubs and online classes were provided by some adding that an assessment of standards couldn’t 
be carried out.  
 
PH noted that asynchronous learning provides flexibility for parents at home as it will be difficult for 
synchronous learning for some young people who may have added responsibilities such as caring. 
PH added that teachers are working on blended learning plans which have been used in Rural 
Wales and also successfully in Scotland.  

 
The final question of the evening was from Tia Jade Allen (Llantwit Youth Council): 
 

● Is there going to be additional support for young people not happy with their exam results? 
 
PH confirmed that results day will provide the opportunity for pupils to discuss options with 
teachers. Careers Wales will also be increasing its activity around results days by attending 
schools where they have been requested to do so and providing on-line support. PH noted that in 
previous years exams could be submitted for re-marking though this will not be the case this year. 
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Schools have submitted grades for each pupil which have been moderated by the WJEC. Parents 
will be able to lodge an appeal with the school but it could be that the grade the school submitted is 
not the grade the pupil receives following the moderation. This will be difficult to handle. Cllr. NM 
adding that this may be the case next year also.  
 
There was a query from a young person participant on whether different standards of learning will 
affect results? Cllr. NM confirmed that there will be some issues next year with moderation again 
possibly. PH added that WJEC and Quals Wales had consulted schools and it is likely there may 
be a dropping of parts of the syllabus for some subjects. The results of the work carried out will be 
informed shortly but an example being fieldwork in Geography may possibly be dropped. Cllr. LB 
added that there will be an information briefing in early September. 
 
Cllr. NM noted caution of a possible second Covid-19 spike in October which is being considered 
with PH adding that planning will be carried out for exam time next Summer as there will be 
changes. RT stated that there is concern over this issue and both PH and Cllr. LB are linking in 
with Welsh Government for a second spike contingency plan RT confirmed that he understood the 
pressures and was seeking answers from Welsh Government.  
 
Cllr. NM confirmed that information will be passed to young people especially in relation to school 
transport and feedback will be sought from young people relating to this.  
 
Closing Comments & AOB 
 
Nikita Wyman (Deputy Mayor) thanked everyone for attending the Q&A event and asked if the 
questions that couldn’t be asked due to timing be sent over to Cabinet members and Managers for 
answers to be returned electronically, this was universally agreed. Cllr. NM thanked the Youth 
Cabinet and Vale Youth Forum.  
 
The list of questions that we did not have time to ask are as follows: 
 
Health & Wellbeing 

● Some young people have been exercising more but some young people may have picked 
up some unhealthy habits, how are you going to support the young people to live healthy 
lifestyles? 

● We know from the Children’s Commissioner for Wales ‘Coronavirus and Me’ survey results 
that some young people may be experiencing challenges at home, with school and 
relationships. How are you going to support young people’s mental health and wellbeing 
when they return to school in September? 

 
Education 

● How will teachers be able to assist students who are struggling with studies and will need to 
catch-up? 

● Will alternative education provisions be returning in September alongside schools? 
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MD has confirmed that if the question refers to education other than at school (EOTAS) 
provision/providers, that MD met with a range of them recently through their procurement 
arrangements.  All providers are looking to start back in September in a graduated manner with the 
view to operating largely at full capacity by October.  Naturally this is with the caveat that covid 
allows for them to operate as planned. 
 

● How will lockdown affect our grade boundaries? 
 
 

 


