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Pupil Voice – News Blog Workshop 11.07.18 
 

1. Introduction 

 
The Pupil Voice News Blog Workshop held on the 11th July 2018 was open to all secondary 
schools councils as a way of ensuring all pupils across all schools were able to input their 
ideas on what the Vale of Glamorgan school blog should look like; the content it should 
include; as well as what the blog should be called.  The workshop brought together members 
of five school councils from across the Vale of Glamorgan and their link teachers to promote, 
develop, and support Pupil Voice and Youth Participation throughout the local authority. 

 
Pupil Voice, also known as Pupil Participation, is the on-going process of providing pupils 
with genuine and meaningful opportunities to be involved with and impact the planning and 
reviewing of actions that affect them within their schools; and influence subsequent 
decisions.  The Welsh Government has stated that ‘schools should aim to develop holistic 
models so that all pupils have the opportunity to take part in consultation and decision-
making’ (gov.wales).  Consequently, The Vale of Glamorgan Council’s learning and Skills 
Directorate is fully committed to maintaining, advancing, and nurturing Pupil Voice and Youth 
Participation throughout the local authority.  The blog workshop that was held was is an 
important element in ensuring that they fulfil this commitment.  
 

2. Event overview 

 
The aims of the Pupil Voice blog news workshop were: 

 To decide on what the blog should be called and to explore different marketing and 
publicity ideas to promote the blog. 

 To decide how the blog should look by discussing ideas on layout, theme, colours 
and images. 

 To decide what content should be included in the blog. 
 
The workshop was opened by Councillor Bob Penrose, Vale Cabinet member for Learning 
and Culture. He welcomed all pupils and informed them of the ideas behind the school blog 
i.e. to promote what is happening in all secondary schools and for secondary schools to 
share their best practice.   
 
Following on from Councillor Penrose welcome, pupils were informed that they would work 
in three groups in a rotation to cover all three aims of the workshop. All pupils would get the 
opportunity to input their ideas on the three main topics. Each group would work on each aim 
for 10-15 minutes. Feedback for each topic is outlined below.  
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Marketing and Publicity of the Blog 
 
This session was split into two areas. The first part enabled pupils to come up with ideas on 
what the blog should be called. Their ideas were written down on flipchart paper and below 
are all three groups’ ideas on the name of the blog.  
 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3  

Youth Connect  Pupil Post  Talk out load  

Youth Link  News for Schools  Youth Voice 

Voices of the Vale  School News Voice of the Schools  

VOG Blog  VGCSN – Vale of Glamorgan 
Comprehensive School News  

School together 

YVB - Youth Vale Blog School Events  Listening to the students  

Vale Voices  The Vale Voice Glamorgan Young Voices  

Pupil Post  Blog Y Fro  Glamorgan Youth 

Blog YFRO School Shout Out The Youth of Glamorgan 

Vale Visions VOICE – Vale Schools, Our Issues 
Communicated Everywhere  

Youth News  

Bro Blog  Pupil Post  Vale Visions 

Vale Opinions  News for Schools   

Youth Blog  School News  

MSB (Multi School Blog)  VGCSN – Vale of Glamorgan 
Comprehensive School News  

 

Vale Youth Schools  School Events   

Engage    

Youth Connect    

Youth Link    

 
All three group ideas were put up for display and all pupils present were able to vote on what 
the blog should be called, the top three names were then put up for a second vote.  VOG 
Blog was the most popular choice as shown below by the results.  

 
TOP 3 Choices  

 VOG Blog – 12 Votes  

 The Vale Voices – 10 Votes  

 Vale Visions – 4 Votes  
 
The second part of this session enabled pupils to discuss and give their ideas on how the 
blog should be publicised within their schools. The idea behind this exercise was to ensure 
that pupils could gather as many ideas as possible that could then be used to launch the 
blog when it goes live in the autumn term. The ideas of all three groups can be seen below.   
 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3  

Website  Display boards Say what type of topics will 
cover 

Emails  School twitter Parent mail  

Social Media – Twitter  Social media  Social media  

Assembly’s  Teachers  Printed magazine  

Noticeboards  Posters – Welsh / English  Homepage of school 
website  

Blog Song Colours  School TV’s  

Signs  Poster to be bold and engaging  Make a short film  

Free Advertisements  Email  Assembly  
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School Newspaper Social media  Poster competitions  

Plasma Screen  Email to parents and students  School newsletter  

Google Classroom Noticeboards  TV’s around the school  

Form Announcements Posters Assembly’s  

Posters – School Logo’s / 
website address  

Assemblies  Social Media  

Leaflets  Emails / Website  Teacher’s tell us in lessons  

Advertise in a paper  Add onto school council board  PSE classes  

School website  School TV / Plasma Screen  Posters  

Posters  Link to school website Advert with comedy  

 

         
 

Designing the Blog 
 
This session gave pupils the opportunity to discuss their ideas on what the blog should look 
like and allowing them to work alongside the Vale of Glamorgan ICT department team 
member. This session covered website identity so pupils were able to give their input on the 
colours that should be used as well the background to the blog; the type of fonts that should 
be used in the blog; what kind of header images should be used; the style of menus and the 
widgets needed to make the blog user friendly.  Pupils also discussed what useful links 
should be included. Interestingly all groups came up with similar ideas on the colours, all 
opting for pale blue or greens.  All groups suggested that useful links should include website 
links to each of their schools as well as websites that could help with revision and 
homework.  During this session a member of the ICT team built a dummy site using pupil’s 
ideas.  Once all groups had had the opportunity to work on this session, all three dummy 
sites were put up for display so that pupils could compare and see what they had designed.  
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Content for the Blog  
 
This session allowed pupils to again work alongside members of the Communications team 
for the Vale of Glamorgan council to brainstorm ideas of what news and information should 
be included in the Blog.  During this exercise pupils suggested the blog should include 
articles about school and pupil achievements, both academic and sporting as well promoting 
school productions and trips. The pupils were also given some top tips on how to structure 
an article.  
 

                 

3. Conclusion and Action Plans 

 
Having undertaken all three sessions, pupils then came together to work within their schools 
to work on their own school action plans.  Each school was given their own action card 
which allowed them to take it away to discuss with other members of their school councils 
that had been unable to attend as well as year group pupils. Some of the actions that were 
discussed included publicity of the blog as well as discussing the blog with senior leadership 
teams within their schools. Some pupils suggested putting together a user guide for their 
school as well as encouraging all pupils to get involved with writing updates on the blog.  
 
As well as pupils working on their own school action plans, the Vale of Glamorgan council 
staff also put together their own action plan which included the following points: 

 Agreeing a start date – September 2018  

 Ensuring that the three schools not present today were informed on the decisions 
made. 

 Putting together a blog writing guide – “Do’s and Don’ts” as well as useful tips. 

 Updating the schools on the progress of the blog development.  

 Promotion of the blog, explore the idea of running a poster design competition to 
promote the blog.  

 
 


